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Perseus Distribution, 2003. Softcover. Book Condition: New. Hannah loves her friend Isabel. Isabel doesn?t
criticize. She?s never in a hurry. And--unlike other grownups and some bigger kids--she doesn?t tell Hannah
what to do. But the day comes when Hannah begins to realize that Isabel is different. On Isabel?s birthday,
everyone on Gold Street recognizes that she is the neighborhood?s real treasure. "Hannah and Isabel are
friends. Like Hannah, Isabel speaks both English and Spanish. Hannah thinks playing with Isabel is wonderful.
But when an older girl points out that Isabel is "too old" to play with, Hannah realizes that her friend is
different. Isabel is, after all, an adult. Simultaneously a sensitive treatment of the mentally challenged and a
celebration of the real-life Isabel, this 2004 Skipping Stones Award-winning title is best suited for independent
readers. The text flows smoothly in both English and Spanish. The unsentimental tone of the text makes this a
good introduction to the subject of the mentally challenged."--Criticas "Employing simple declarative sentences
and a distinctly child?s-eye view, Byrd creates a full and subtle treatment of the interaction of a mentally
disabled woman and the neighbors and family members who surround her. Byrd?s tale evokes not simply
Isabel?s circumscribed but happy life, but also the life stages of 'ordinary' children as they grow through
differing attitudes toward the disabled. The illustrations are a fascinating combination of the vivid portraiture
of Castro L. laid upon the cheery, Sunday-comics-style backgrounds of his son Castro H?An excellent
introduction to the value of some of our society?s least appreciated citizens."--Kirkus Reviews "This is at once a
sensitive treatment of the mentally challenged and a celebration of the real-life Isabel. Best suited for
independent readers, the text flows smoothly in both English and in the informed Spanish translation. The
unsentimental tone...
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