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I am married to a contentious woman. What is a contentious woman? Well, a few thousand years ago, King
Solomon described the life of her husband. Better to dwell in a corner of a housetop, than in a house shared
with a contentious woman. (Proverbs 21:9) Better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and angry
woman. (Proverbs 21:19) A continual dripping on a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike.
(Proverbs 27:15) | remember reading those Proverbs when | was much younger, and | determined then that |
would avoid a contentious bride at all costs. When | was dating my bride to be, | consciously assessed the risk
that she would be contentious after we were married, and | concluded, with a high level of confidence, that the
risk was exceedingly low. With that hurdle out of the way, we got married. Soon after our honeymoon, | began
to observe unmistakable signs of contentious behaviours, and their frequency increased with time. For the first
6 months, she was contentious approximately once each month, then twice each month, then weekly, then
twice each week, then daily, and finally multiple times each day. Often, she would be contentious from the time
that she opened her eyes in the morning until she closed them at night. Sometimes, she would awake in the
middle of the night, wake me to quarrel about something or the other, and then go back to sleep (as incredible
as that sounds, it is true). Initially, | was amused at her outbursts. Then alarmed...
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