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too incomplete a record of the splendid works of his hand, materialized on every street in Denver; of those
inspired vision-children of his brain, bequeathed as a priceless legacy to this city and, lastly, of his great heart.
Mayor Speer excelled as a politician, as a financial director par excellence, as a builder, as an artist and as a
man. He builded in terms of the spirit, as well as in stone. He left Denver his indomitable courage, his faith in her
continuing greatness, definite visions for public improvement, the highest and purest civic ideals and the love of
a father for a child. It took years for the citizens of Denver to realize his real worth. In the beginning, before his
great creative works had been completed, he was a decade in advance of his fellow citizens in all his plans for
civic betterment. With the prophetic gaze of the seer he saw the form of the things he had planned, where
others could perceive only a shining vapor. Happily, before his untimely end, he had been able to materialize so
many of his visions that his fellow-citizens gave him their complete confidence and esteem. In the appendix of
this volume have been printed a few selected speeches, or excerpts from speeches, delivered by Mayor Speer.
They throw an illuminating light upon his character and philosophy of life, more accurate than any analysis
that we could make. They show that his ideas might change,...
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