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Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Theory of
Maxima and Minima, Vol. 9 Mathematicians have always been
occupied with questions of maxima and minima. With Euclid
one of the simplest problems of this character was: Find the
shortest line which may be drawn from a point to a line, and in
the fifth book of the conics of Apollonius of Perga occur such
problems as the determination of the shortest line which may be
drawn from a point to a given conic section. It is thus seen that a
sort of theory of maxima and minima was known long before
dI_‘. DOWNLOAD PDF the discovery of the differential calculus, and it may be shown
that the attempts to develop this theory exercised considerable
influence upon the discovery of the calculus. Fermat, for
example, after making numerous restorations of two books of
Apollonius, often cites this old geometer in his method for
determining maximum and minimum 1638, a work which in
some instances is so closely related to the calculus that
Lagrange, Laplace, Fourier, and others wished to consider
Fermat as the discoverer of the...
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