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disease depends, namely, --the presence of an epidemic
atmosphere, without which it is now generally admitted that
no contagion, whether imported or native, can cause a disease
to spread epidemically. Allowing, therefore, to contagion all
the influence which any one supposes it to possess, and to
quarantine all the control over it which it claims, there remains
the condition, the primary and essential condition, which
confessedly it cannot reach, namely, the epidemic atmosphere.
Experience affords evidence that the influence of an epidemic
atmosphere may exist over thousands of square miles, and yet
affect only particular localities. The cases of cholera which
have occurred in numerous and widely distant parts of
England and Scotland mark the presence of the epidemic
influence; yet over this extended area cholera has fixed itself
and prevailed as an epidemic only in very few places. Why has
it localized itself in...
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