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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Like the Moon and the Sun is a story of culture, religion and politics in
Indonesia through the eyes of a former United States diplomat who had close connections to Indonesia for
nearly 30 years. Stanley Harsha first came to Indonesia as a young diplomat in 1986, returning for multiple
diplomatic tours before retiring and writing this memoir. Acculturated into a Javanese family through
marriage, he offers intimate perspectives on Indonesia s rich multicultural society and customs. This is the first
book on Indonesia written by an American diplomat since a 1990 book by Ambassador Marshall Green. The
book will be of interest to anyone wanting to better understand Indonesia and U.S.-Indonesian relations, as well
as issues of human rights, the war against terrorism and religious tolerance. Appealing for Indonesians and
Americans to better understand each other, the book compares the two societies. The title, Like the Moon and
the Sun, comes from an Indonesian proverb describing a perfect match, representing the yin and yang of two
contrasting peoples and traditions enhancing each other. Based on first-hand experience, the author describes
Indonesia s peaceful transition from a dictatorship to the world s third largest democracy, critically analyzing
religion, human rights and the war against terrorism. The book explains why Indonesian Islam is tolerant and
peaceful, traits that are shared with the United States. However, the book also is sharply critical of intolerant
trends in both nations, Islamophobia promulgated by the Christian right in the U.S. and hatred fomented by a
small minority of hardline Muslims in Indonesia. The book also calls for human rights accountability in both
countries, for past killings and kidnappings of civilians by Indonesian security...
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