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The United States Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA ) Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (
OAQPS ) is investigating hot mix asphalt plants to characterize emissions during silo filling and truck loading
operations. In support of this investigation, OAQPS issued work assignments to Pacific Environmental Services,
Inc. ( PES ) and Midwest Research Institute ( MRI) to conduct emission testing of these sources. Additionally, due
to the complexity and importance of this testing, OAQPS issued a work assignment to Research Triangle
Institute ( RTI ) to perform an independent technical audit of MRl and PESs emissions testing through a
technical review. RTI conducted the audit according to the principles of the EPA Office of Research and
Developments Quality Assurance Division. These principles are described in their working draft of EPA Guidance
for Technical Assessments for Environmental Data Operations ( EPA QA G-7 ). The primary objective of the
emissions testing was to characterize the uncontrolled emissions of particulate matter ( PM ), organic
extractable particulate matter ( methylene chloride extractable particulate or MCEM ) and organic hazardous
air pollutants ( HAPs ) from silo filling and truck loading operations at a hot mix asphalt production plant. The
organic HAP emissions quantified included polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons ( PAHs ), semi-volatile organic
hazardous air pollutants ( SYOHAPs ), and volatile organic hazardous air pollutants ( VOHAPs ). Other
emissions that were characterized included...
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