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Subject: Linguistic minorities -- Suffrage -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Table 1: Stages of the Election Process
Stage of the election process Description and key elements Voter registration While voter registration is not a
federal requirement, the District of Columbia and all states, except North Dakota, generally require citizens to
register before voting. The deadline and requirements for registering vary, but at a minimum, state eligibility
provisions typically require a person to be a U. S. citizen, at least 18 years of age, and a resident of the state,
with some states requiring a minimum residency period. Citizens apply to register to vote in various ways, such
as at motor vehicle agencies and public assistance and disability services offices, during voter registration
drives, by mail, or at local voter registrar offices. Election officials process registration applications and
compile and maintain the list of registered voters that is to be used throughout the administration of an
election. Absentee and early voting All states and the District of Columbia have provisions allowing voters to
cast their ballot before Election Day by voting absentee - with variations on who may vote absentee, whether
the voter needs an excuse, and the time frames for applying for and submitting absentee ballots. In addition,
some states also allow early voting, in which the voter goes to a specific location to vote in person prior to
Election Day. As with absentee voting, the specific circumstances for early voting - such as the dates, times, and
locations - are based on the state and local requirements. Conducting elections Election officials perform a
broad range of activities in...
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