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illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: . . . 29, 1862. Sir: On the morning of the 27th | started the steamer Island Belle to the
Chickahominy River, but she had not proceeded a cables length when her boiler sprung a leak and she was
obliged to anchor. In the course of the day the damage was repaired, and yesterday morning she and the
steamer Stepping Stones started for an exploration of the Chickahominy River; they returned this afternoon.
They ascended that river from 35 to 40 miles, to the place called the Window rWindsort Shades, carrying 3 or 4
or 5 fathoms, never less than 10 feet to that place, with the exception of Coles Ford, 5 miles below the Shades,
where they had only 6 feet at high water. At the Shades the river divides into several small branches, in all of
which the water is shoal, not admitting the passage farther up of vessels drawing more than 4 or 5 feet. They
found many good landings where the water was deep enough for vessels of 8 or 10 feet to go alongside the
banks and wharves, to which vessels of the same draft could make fast. The water in the river is clear and very
potable. The country along the banks of the river has many good-looking farms, but very few people were seen,
and they heard many complaints of great want of food and of much suffering among the poorer classes.
Provisions were scarce for any persons. | have the honor...
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