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illustrated. 1865 Excerpt: . . . the fifth column are found by multiplying the corresponding numbers in columns 3
and 4. They therefore are the double areas of the several trapezoids and triangles. Ex. 2. Required to calculate
the content and make plats from the following field-notes: --257. Offsets. In what precedes, the sides have been
supposed to be right lines. Thia is ordinarily the case except when the tract bounds on a stream. It then, if the
stream is not navigable, generally takes in half the bed. Lands bounding on tide-water go to low-water mark. In
all such cases the area and configuration of the boundary are most readily determined by offsets. A base is run
near the crooked boundary, and perpendicular offsets are taken to the line, whether it be the middle of the
stream or low-water mark. If the positions of these offsets are judiciously chosen, so that the part of the
boundary intercepted between any two consecutive ones is nearly straight, the correct area may be calculated
precisely as in last article. In the field-notes the distances are written in the column and the offsets on the right
or left hand, according as they are to the right or left of the line run. The calculation would be as below, the
same formula being used as in last article. Fig. 111. Ex. 1. Required the area and plan from the following notes: -
-The field-notes of a meadow, bounding on a river and divided into four fields, are as...
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