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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: to take place between Conrad and myself. After my habit, | rehearsed it
beforehand. Surely my eloquent appeal had moved the great man to tears. | saw him opening his arms, giving
me the accolade and dubbing me knight. He wept, and | wept, and weeping we interchanged admirable
speeches worthy to be handed down to posterity. When | reached his door it was only half-past ten, and | might
be interrupting Tronsko in the middle of a lesson. That did not stop me, and | mounted the stairs, the least
heroic in appearance of all winding stairs. There was a smell of broken victuals and fried onions by no means
appetising. It is not the first time | have remarked that very little attention is paid by life to the mise-en-schie. |
knocked three times at a little door, and without awaiting an answer went in. Tronsko was giving a lesson on
the German conjugations to a young dandy, who twisted his light moustache negligently as he listened. Tronsko
pointed to me a chair, on which | sat down, and studied the cave of the lion. It was a fairly large room, clean,
well-kept, shewing a poverty that respected itself; not a spot, not a hole, not a speck of dust. | expected some
romantic and genial disorder, but Tronsko kept his little place with the orderliness of a good Dutch housemaid.
When | had completed my survey | listened to the lesson. Certainly there...
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