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indexed. Not illustrated. 1869 Excerpt: .Come, the times are dry, and may this be my poison, if ever | spend two
more pious, stupid months in all my life! Well, after travelling some days, whom should | light upon but a
company of strolling players. The moment | saw them at a distance my heart warmed to them; | had a sort of
natural love for everything of the vagabond order. They were employed in settling their baggage, which had
been overturned in a narrow way: | offered my assistance, which they accepted, and we soon became so well
acquainted that they took me as a servant. This was a paradise to me; they sang, danced, drank, ate, and
travelled all at the same time. By the blood of all the Mirabels! | thought | had never lived tiil then; | grew as
merry as a grig, and laughed at every word that was spoken. They liked me as much as | liked them. | was a
very good figure, as you may see; and though | was poor, | was not modest. | love a straggling life above all
things in the world; sometimes good, sometimes bad; to be warm one day, and cold to-morrow; to eat when we
can get it, and drink when--the tankard is out--it stands before me. We arrived that evening at Tenterden, and
took a large room at the Greyhound, where we resolved to exhibit Romeo and Juliet, with the funeral
procession, the grave, and...
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