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Number: 53447930 Excerpt: .. . in fiscal year 04 and fiscal year 05. Deliveries might also have to be spread over a
longer period if the Air Force and DOD do not provide additional funding priority for tankers. This approach,
too, would provide the Air Force some time to study tanker requirements and analyze options before
committing to a large program. We could not develop costs for these two options in the time available. Air
Force officials believe that adoption of either of these options would delay delivery of the first aircraft and
further believe that while less costly in the short term, the proposals could increase total program costs. In oral
comments on a draft of this correspondence, DOD and Air Force Agency Comments officials generally
concurred with our analysis. These officials also pointed and Our Evaluation out that their analysis, as
contained in the letter from the Deputy Secretary of Defense, was limited specifically to the questions asked of
them by you although they have considered other options that were not included. We conducted this work from
September to October 2003 in accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards. Unless you
announce its contents earlier, we plan no further distribution of this letter until 10 days from its issue date. At
that time, we will send copies of this letter to the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Committee on Armed
Services, House of Representatives, and the defense subcommittees of the Senate and House Committees on
Appropriations. We will send a copy to the Chairman, Subcommittee on Readiness, House Committee on Armed
Services, for whom we are conducting a broader body of work in this area. We will also send copies to...
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