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Water quality management -- United States. Excerpt: . . . other microbial indicators ( including coliphages) that
polluted recreational water. Although risk of exposure to recreational waters affected by point sources of pol-
do not flourish naturally in the tropics will be con-lution is well characterized, the risk associated with ducted to
determine their usefulness as alternative in-dicators. animal contaminated waters is unknown. New meth-ods
would enable more-informed health studies to be conducted. They also would provide instructive moni-2. 2. 2
Modeling and Monitoring Research toring data as well as a potential means of tracking Improvement of
Predictive Models water pollutants to their sources. Although some local water quality managers estimate
impending beach pollution through computer models Indicator Microbes for Pathogens Causing Non-or other
tools, most must wait for laboratory test re-Enteric Diseases sults before they can make a determination of
health Current indicator microbes of non-enteric illnesses are risk. In the meantime, the public is left with a
poten-based on fecal contamination and may not accurately tial exposure to pathogens. A number of
mathematical assess the potential for disease from a myriad of other models have been or are being developed
to assess the potential pathogens that may cause skin, upper respi-migration of pollution near recreational
waters. EPA ratory tract, eye, ear, nose, and throat diseases. A num-will assess the utility of these models; those
that pro-ber of these other pathogens may be associated with vide acceptable assessments of water quality
would non-fecal bodily wastes, as well as household wastes, be recommended to local authorities....
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