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went out. Have you come from infected houses, my daughter?
asked Madame de Haupt, then do not stay here, come into the
courtyard, for contagion might be dangerous for the wounded,
and without a thought of the peril she might herself incur, she
seized her daughter s hand to draw her into the court. I changed
my clothes before coming here, mother, said Gertrude gently,
but I wanted to ask you to take care of my little William this
evening, as I am going back to the low quarter. Pain has taken
possession of those unfortunates, and there is no one to nurse
the sick; they are thrown out of doors like dogs, and many talk
of giving themselves up to the Spaniards. It is of importance to
calm them, and besides, some one must care for the plague-
stricken. Have you asked your husband...
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