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. of individuals who are misidentified as the subject of a watchlist record. We continue to monitor the Secure
Flight program at the Congresss request. In our October 2007 watchlist report, we recommended that the FBI
and DHS assess the extent to which security risks exist by not screening against certain watchlist records and
what actions, if any, should be taken 23 in response. The agencies generally agreed with our recommendations
but noted that the risks related to not screening against all watchlist records needs to be balanced with the
impact of screening against all records, especially those records without a full name and other identifiers. For
example, more individuals could be misidentified, law enforcement would be put in the position of detaining
more individuals until their identities could be resolved, and administrative costs could increase, without
knowing what measurable increase in security is achieved. While we acknowledge these tradeoffs and potential
impacts, we maintain that assessing whether vulnerabilities exist by not screening against all watchlist records -
and if there are ways to limit impacts - is critical and could be a relevant component of the governments
ongoing review of the watchlist process. Therefore, we believe that our recommendation continues to have
merit. As we reported in October 2007, the federal government has made Identifying Additional progress in
using the consolidated terrorist watchlist for screening Screening Opportunities purposes, but has additional
opportunities to use the list. For example, and Determining Whether DHS uses the list to screen employees in
some critical infrastructure There Are Clear Lines of components of the private sector, including certain
individuals who have Authority for...
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